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0n April 1, 2001, Navy Lieutenant. Shane 1sborne and a crew of 24 were conducting a

relatively routine reconnaissance mission in international waters off the coast af China

aboard a P3 spy plane. Throughout the flight, the Navy ptane had been hadgered by a

Chinese fighter pilot who kept putting his agile plane within a few feet of the lumbering

P3. The third pass the Chinese pilot made however, was tlo cllse.

The fighter hit the wing of 1sborne's plane, releasing a plume of debris that caused dam-

age to the P3's wing and far left engine and knocking the nose section clean aff.

As lsborne watched the Chinese pkne careen out of control, the nose of his own plane

took a sickening dive. He had time to think, "That guy just killed us." Twelve days and a

great deal af fanfare later, Lt. Asborne and his crew safely set foot again on American

soil. Their foreign odyssey was over, but their American one was iust beginning.

0n Thursday, May 24th, Lt. 1sborne ctimbed on stage with Jimmy during his encore at

the Coors Amphitheatre in San Diego. lsborne's story is well known, but what isn't wetl

known is the fact that the 26 year-old pilot is a bonalide Parrot Head. During his soli'

tary confinement, Shane maintained his sanity by keeping Jimmy's live version of

Southern Cross playing on repeat in his head. Upon returning to the U.5., 1sbarne's life

has been a whirlwind of medals, CNN appearances, magazine and newspaper arlictes

and hobnobbing with the rich, famous and presidential. However, due t0 his overriding

Parrot Headedness, Shane graciously gave narly a half hour of time to talk about his

experiences in life, on-stage and behind enemy lines.

Shane 0sborne: Well, Admiral Mike Bowman, who is the former head rear admiral in the

Navy, and a friend of Jimmy's, overheard me talking to a few f riends of mine about the

show. He told me that he might be able to sort us out r,vith tickets, which he did. But

somehow in the translation, they put down Dave 0sborne. I went up to will call and the

people doing their jobs wouldn't let me in. I said, Dave Osborne is that guy who jumps

motorcycles! l'm [t, Shane 0sborne. I

the concert was already started by the ti

was supposed to go backstage beforehand, but

me lgot

,

I

I

inside. I had a bunch of buddies, other Navy

pilots with me, s0 we got a bunch of Margaritas

and headed up on the lawn. Then we ran back

to the VIP area during the break. At that point,

Jimmy's assistant came over and grabbed my

girlfriend Roxanne and I and took us backstage,

Then he asked if we wanted t0 watch the show

the side. So there rve were iust standing

right on the

for about I days, and I had told John that the

in my head off Jimmy's new live album. I don't

even know all the words, but I iust kept singing it over and over in my room. The lines.

"l have been around the world," and "think about how many times I have fallen." Both

spoke to me. That concert was my big grand tinale. To hear that song right there live on

stage was lust awesome.

I
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Jimmy's
go, I want to go meet him." tyelled, "Hey Jimmy, I'm the guy from China!" and Jimmy says,

"0h, let's talk about crashin'!" So I got a quick picture with him and my girlfriend. I didn't

know he was going to go back out on-stage, but he did, and then all of a sudden a bunch ol

people came running out to grab me and my girllriend. They said, Jimmy's talking about you,

he wants you on stage!

He talked about what I told him about singing Southern Cross, and gave me a big hug, and

the whole crowd was chanting USA!, USA! lwaved to my boys out in the crowd and Jimmy

talked a little more about me, My buddies were freaking out. lt was definitely one of the

coolest things l've ever gotten t0 do in my life.

Wow, just the number of people running around doing things. The control room for the

Jumbo-tron, and the sound equipment was incredible. There were a lot of people, and they

obviously had work to do. I was iust trying to stay off to the side so they wouldn't kick me

I think music is timeless, and it's all about the mood it can put you in and the place it can take

you to. I think we all know what Jimmy's music does for us.

You name it. I listen to them all, and often. I don't have a favorite, I love 'em all. You know,

you can just tell that he loves whal he's doing and that he's not out iust to make a buck. And

he loves flying. He's doing exactly what I'd do if I had the money. Get a nice fleet of aircraft

and tool all over.

out, and I could watch Jimmy play lrom 25 feet away.

There were thousands of people out there screaming and chanting, I was lust amazed. The

Margaritas definitely helped take the nervousness away though. l'm not a beer drinker * just

Tequila and Whiskey. and to be able to go to a show and get a real drink - that was kind of nice.

l've been listening to Jimmy since I was a kid. During college, my roommate Brian Westwood

and I would always start the evening with about an hour and a half of Jimmy on his 4 CD col-

lection, Boats, Beaches, Bars and Ballads, and we usually ended the night with it too,

I

I

)

:

"A Pirate Looks at Fifty" when I was in college. Navy pilots don't do a whole lot of reading

got to have 20-20

reading

easy lile. Had

degree to become

through ROTC.

It's beautiful down there. The beaches are great. You start with the lraining and it's really kind

of similar to "An Officer and a Gentleman." You go through your dunk testing, and obstacle

courses, classroom work, the stuff that determines if that

It's a weeding out process.

is detinitely what you want to do.



T34. lt was a get to

I got into the e. The

But the whole fleet of P2's, the

down, so it was backlogged. So P3's it

a new multi- engine trainer that the Navy

get winged on one of those. Then off to

love with Jax, but had to move away up to

sions. All that movement was in just four and.

P3 missions. And l'll tell you, I never thought l'd anything like this happen to me in a

P3. lt's a big aircraft, and carries a lot of people. You don't get yourself into too many situ-

ations like we did.

0h yeah, up circling around doing reconnaissance on 10 hour missions - you'd better

believe it does, it's not always exciting. lt's fun, but that part can get old quickly. But right

before I moved out to Washington and I took a two week course called FEAR. Which was

POW evasion and outdoor training. lt was all about the situation I got put into, which of

course, I never thought I'd need to use. That came in handy too. ln terms of how to con-

duct yourself in interrogation. Pretty intense stutf.

No, that's gonna come into your head no matter what. You're in a room for 8
TV, radio, nothing to do but stare at a wall. You're gonna do something to

all this

at the wall

6 hours

at a time. There was s 0n They'd wake

me up screaming at me asleep

Yeah, l've peaked at 26 but ng I want to top. lt's

crazy since I got bac w0n get a little worn out

too. l've been to D.C. tw Dieg back home to Nebraska. and got flor';n to b

a. But it's been great. And we've been getting the interview for a book that's going to

out.

, William Morris. There will be a book coming out in the fall. Kind of on my life, the train-
g and obviously on "the episode."

it's not somethi

derfully, but you

I

received the Distinguished Flying Cross and the rest of the crew received Air Medals. And
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eme g this plane for oh,

two and a half years now. Engines shut down,

malfunctions with gear, flaps, that kind of thing.

Thankfully, it's a hardy, forgiving aircraft.

l'm happy to say that all my friends have told

me that it hasn't changed me a bit. I'm the same

guy I was belore. Some of it has been good and

some has been bad. But the reason l'm willing

t0 put up with a lot of i! is just because I think it's a great story for the Navy and the coun-

try to bring hSck some patriotism. Hopefully it was a wake up call to |et folks know that

,, .,.,,, .,11 ther0 ate peQple outthere risking their lives each day. I mean there were people in the Navy

,',,,,,1r,,,,, r' who didnlteven kn0w that we were getting intercepted every day by armed Chinese fight-

ers.

'], lt's amazing what you can get used to. You're always kind of nervous, but you just get used

, . ,,t0 it. l've got screen saver pics on my eomputer from even before this episode, and anoth-

er one of those fighters giving me the hang loose sign.

''' Well, Ihad to come to San Diego, and they all got flown up to New York by George
r ,$kinbrenner-to g0 to a Yankess game. I had to miss it but, they did get me a balland shirl

signed by ail tie Yankees. Eut hey, I got to be on stage with Jimmy Buffett,

,Welt t wentilO,l&e,Wfrife Uquse twice. That was crazy, l've met the president twice in the

past month, and the vice president. Got invited t0 this VIP pafty afterwards. all these mil-

,t,',, ,ilisnaires and actresses, running around. lt was pretty cool, but it's over now and that's fine.

I had my fun and am glad to be right back where I am.

0h sure, it's amazing. lt really has. You just sit back and if something is wrong, or bother-

ing, you, you just think of how much worse it could be, and how many people have gone , ,,,

through a lot worse. I lust enjoy life every day.

;

$

l

ng the P3 an old plane a

theengine,

Senior Chief Mellows and I also received, a Meritorious Service Medal, and that was for

leadership on the ground in China. lt was actually a pretty high award in itself too. The

Distinguished Flying Cross is as high as you can get,

,*
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Dear Mr. Buffettr
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ehanges tn
letltud.es

Dear Mr. Buffett,

As promised a few months ago...we took the fla€ to the South Pole and
then to the North Pole. The flag was also carried onboard the United
States Coast Guard Cutter and ice breaker USS Polar Star during it's
ice breaking mission in the Ross Sea during the SOOO-20OI season.

Several trrre Parrot Heads helped with this adventure and are listed
on the certificate certifying that the flag traveled from pole to pole.

Above all we were able to bring a little warmth to a11 that saw the flag
and heard the muslc. I do believe the most popular song requested was
The Weather is Here I Wish You Were Beautifu].
We hope these collectibles are worthy
of a place of honor in the
kingdom of Margaritavi[e
and bring a smile to all
that look upon them. In
closing we true Parrot
Heads wiU go to the ends of
the earth to spread the
Caribbean SouI and to find the
ultimate Ma garita.

Sincerely,
Mike Ferrell
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A PFins Sweatshirl Popular design
silkscreened on 80/20 sweatshirt.
M #8029 L #8030 XL #8031 $29.95
xxl #8032 $30.95

B Goflee Mug Classic Caribbean Soul
Changes ln Latitude design on 1502. mug.
#8052 $8.95

C Parrot Fins Journal 100 lined sheets in

colorful jacket. Personal journal measures
7 x5 #5895 $8.95

D Legends ol Surl long Sleeve Design on

back of 100% cotton pigment dyed crew.
M #8034 t #8035 XL #8036 $25.95
xxL #8037 $26.95

E Ropesign Boat Drinks rope-framed wood
sign measures 7 x 11 . #7900 $16.95

F Collegiate Cap Big "M" Margaritaville
embroidered on cotton cap. Jimmy's signa-
ture and Key West embroidered on back.

Adjustable rear buckle. #7649 $16.00

o

GT

FRONT

.. a
,'1'tP ,\

to
\t" U'

.<

I#
A

'dt

':i

"1

L
q
1

BBEAST



*
ln

t

4

f

in

rc
i*.rr; ffu

of/rirg
quite tht

*:

-*1'5 W{ li,
1-

o

ffi
^:rT

G

3

t
1

@



*

&\

1

I

{

{

BREAST

,

. 

=:.ri:_.,.i:a.i}*,
tt.r:lr:1;.!{.!!;rtlttrt9,:

t+j':*!fr?rl

r l*r

Ff,

I

,4

I.d_J
BREI



-$ffi$-'l

I

All T-shirts are 100% cotton crew neck T's

available only in colors shown.

A Margarilaville Arch T'
Simple design screened on '100% cotton T'
M #7810 L #7811 Xt #7812 $16.95
xxl #7813 $17.95

B Been There, Drank That
Front design says it all. M #8058 L #8053

xL #8060 $16.95 XXL #8061 $17.95

C Ultimate Panot Head
Blueprint to Parrot Head-ism.

M #8053 L #8054 XL #8055 $16.95
xxl #8056 $17.95

D Growing Older But Not Up

M #5467 L #5468 XL #5469 $16.95BACK

xxl #5470 $17.95

E Parrot 0val I'
100% Garment Dyed Cotton with distressed
silk screened design. By Yesterdays.
s #5750 M #5751 L #5752 XL #5753

$18.S5

Patch Cap

00% cotton cap with embroidered patch.

$17.00
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A Shopping List Fruitcakes design on shop-
ping / to-do list. 60 10 sheets. Attaches to
refrigerator with 2 rear magnets.

#7621 $6.95

B Lime Magnet "lf life gives you limes..."
Magnet measures 2.5" x2.5". #7777 $4.00

C 2002 Jimmy Bullett Calendar Monthly
photos and recollections by long-time Buffett
photographer Tom Corcoran. Also includes

recent photos. #2242 $13.95

D Ghristmas lsland Jimmy Buffett's Christmas
Collection. Cassette Tape #2721 $5.98
cD #2720 $13.98

E 2001 Christmas Design Crew "Fins to the

left, fins to the right" 1 00% cotton long

sleeve crew neck shirt.
Available in White only. M #8023 L #8024
xL #8025 $19.95 XXL #8026 $20.95

F Margaritaville 2001 Chrislmas Cards
"Fins t0 the left, fins to the right"
Box of 20 cards Menvelopes #8027 $20.00
Single card w/envelope #8028 $1.50

B Ehopping List I
, G 2001 Ghristmas 0rnament Popular PFins

ffi design now on solid resin Christmas

ffi 0rnament. Weighs 4oz. and is approx.

ffi. n' in diameter. #s001 $19.95
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Inter-Continental
on the Mexican Riviera

$soo total spending allowance

Hotel voucher for water sports

VIP day tour of the

receive the

ffi

l2zOl AM,
September 2L,
PM, ET,
entry page at

you will
a chance to win.

All entries become
Sponsor. Sponsor
number of entries in

time.
are not at

read The official
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Jimmy Buffett's Margaritaville Cafe in Unversal

Studios CityWalk Orlando tempts late and depleting

cactus juice supplies stockpiling over 13OO gallons of
Margaritaville Tequila in it's quest for entry into the

Guiness Book of World Records.

On Friday May 18 the last botde of teguila was

poured lnto a 7iOO-gallon FDA approved polyethyl-

ene tank affectionately called "Big Rita" shattering

the Worl& Largest Margarita record and the Largest

Cocktail record as well.
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o Previous world record for the largest Cocktail is 57tl gallons.
o Previous world record for the largest Margarita ls 4756 gallons.
. Big Rita is 13 feet high and 12 feet wide.
. Big Rita weighs 2OOO pounds when empfy.
o Big Rita weighs 5O,OOO pounds when full.
. +5OO gallons of Margaritaville Margarita Mix is required for this recipe.
o 7L25 gallons of. Margaritaville Tequila is an integral part of the recipe.
. 38,4OO 2O-olrnce Margaritas can be served.
o It took 2 days to make the Worlds Largest Margarita.
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