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A' I $ly baek hor,,e a{t t
bcing with our grcat {ricnd Ralgh

MacDonald {or thc last t*,o days

o$ hit li$e, | arn cxfericncing a roller

co0strr o{ c,,.otionr. Att that ,,.akes

sehsc L" rnc how is 5ratit^dc {o.

the lcgaay o{ r,r,sia he le{t and the

irnfrint his gresend e ^ade 
oh so rhahy

livcs, inaluding ninc.

Hc died gcaaefully at hone

*rith farily ind loved oncs around'

Wc 
",ere 

yrivilcged t" b;'with hi- at

the cnd. I was esgcaially blesscd to

velctve an rrrgent tcxt {ronn onc of

his lonr-grc {ricndt tclling rne it was

t,''.c. Wc nct r^P therc ond sharcd

a li{c-ahanging ti".c ",ith Ralgh, his

{a.ily and dcar fricnds.

$nc Particularly truahing

norncnt o{ the ",cckcnd 
was whcn we showed Ralgh a Coral Rce{ r, band Conacrt

vidco that a {an had scnt ,,.c {ro,,. thc rceent Meet ng o{ thc Mindt gath*ing

in (ey Wesf, FL. (fhank V"r fan'flll Ralgh 'at uf in his bcd *,ith his {a'ily

around hin. We "ratahed nearly thc wholc 2 hot^r * coacevl inaluding Nadirah

Shakoor 3n6 Tina (rlhakton singing his songr "We are a Fa.ity - 6enctationt"

with Mikc t/t1cy at thc fiano. I cannot exfress to you thc i-gortanee o{ having

that video {p sho., Ralfhl

Sorc things in lirrsiciahs are lcarned and practieed, so-e arc innatc, and

sornc you jrrst say, "Well, therc" no wd) ,.9 that nounfuin'"

Y.a"r be{ore I .et Ralgh, | *,6s *,cll {ariliar *,ith hls inaredible skills

{ro,. littening to his reeords. I rcrcrber thc {irs{ li,,.. I heard him fllay in

fcrson. Ralflh *ras on a cowbell, *rc 
, 
rrcrc sitting in a re]axed eirale with Jirnrny

Bn{{ctt running through 3 song. I Ua6re idea ",hat he wds doing but his sinflc

lnarter no{3s, bor^nccd and {cll, leagt'and liltcd into a brcathing rhyth. that

rnadc ny shot^ldcrs fecl right and rr,y heart rclax, ,.y torso movcd and .y {oot

f,



taggcd and $.6 son$ Canc alivc 'I

Ralgh aould do that. I ta*, hir,. tir,,e and trmc sg0in sit in thc

studio and havc the cngineer roll to garticnlar garts o{ thc soht.

"take it to thc bridgc", he'd say, "Okay, no*, lsfs ;us{ do the

ehoruscs." He aflfarcntly had laycr. o{ a ge.cnsslen synfhony Prc-
confos6/ in his head. Onc fart aft* anothcr un{oldcd and his art
rcvcalcd itrel{. Ralph was 0 mastrr o,$ c{{iaienayi with a shakc o{.hi, .

hand or a bcat o{ hit pah, hc t"an.{or-c6l 6 song into a brcathing,

living bcing.

fi, a ,ong*rritcr and confoscr his body o{ .rork *rill stand thc

tcrt o{ t,,,.c, t*ro ,{ ,,.y {aroritcs, "Jurf f[6 Two o{ tlr", "Where is

the Lors", arc classias. At , yotrhg rhah in thc 6Os, d,rring the early

dayr o{ thc Ciuil Rghtt rr,over',cnt he ger{catcd his skills working

*,ith the great tlar"y Bcla{onte.

| ',ill nevcr {"r3ct his stories about that geriod, {rot rrdrahing

*ith Dr. (ing at Sch,a, to bcing in a hotel *,hen thc nanagcmcnt

drained thc Aool bccause A{ricai-A'nerieahs had had the audaaity

{o swir, in it.

Hit in{'l,renec reaehes t cvery gart o{ the fin erican music

exferien0e. To drof jrrt a $ew nanesr yotr COn aheCk out his *rork

.,ith Rober La Flack, Bill With*r, (rouer W3shingbn Jr., Parl Si-on,

Qco.5e Ss6sonl Darid Bo*,ic, A"ctha Franklin, A"t 6ar{nnkel, Billy

Jocl, Q,riney Joncr, Carole (ing, r14lria,,. Makcba, Darid Sanborn, Stcely Dan,

Jar,es Taylor, Luther l/andro.., A-y Winchouse, ahdl o{ courre Ji--y B"{{ctt.
The list goes oh dnd on.

fis inyortant a, his nt^sical in0uence is, his vast array of friendshi?s

always astorrnded r,c. I count .ysel$ blcsscd to bc one and exferience a tiny

corher o{ Ralgh" ,att li{e dt^ring our years togcther in the C"ral Rcc{.r Band

and on side flrojcetr that ',c did tqether.

Ralyh's ron Anthony MacDonald and l-,rscd and told rnany sfoeic, {o.
thc flast t*ro days. Thc tir,c in St. Barth *,here thcrc *rerc no 'ferctrssion

ins{vun s^ts to be {ornd, but ,rndctrrrcd, Ralglt grabbed two ficccs o{ yaTer and

rubbed thc- together and cvcahd 0 scriores Sroove.

Ralgh was {rll "{ li{c. A{tff he fassed his son and I sat

cadh other and said, "And thcn to-el"
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QTY ]TEM # DESCRIPTION stzE & coloR PRICE

Method of Payment (Check One): tr Personal Check (Enclosed) tr Money 0rder (Enclosed)
M1ke check u noney odet plyIble t0 Muguitqvilla

Subtotal

Florida residents only
add 7.50lo Sales Tax

Shipping & Handling

TOTAL
CnY STAT€ ZtP

tr@s 
"i-mml 

tr@=Fm

ililYY0D(ode
Exp. Date tatrl at sh{ nrnt ot bilk aftrd t I dbtt.

Signatwe. Signatute rcquired if usinq credit ed

Cred it Ca rd Orde r sz Ca t I Tol I - F ree 1 -8oo-(OCOTEL (t -s00-262-6s3s)

Hours: M-F 8on-5pn EST;fox#(305) 292-6530; tmail: keywestgnorgoritaville.con

Shipping & Handling Send to:

The Coconut Telegraph
424A Fleming St
KeyWest, FL 33040

Returns and Exchanges:

(anada: Add 515 lt's Easy to be Green. Add a
rnternational: Add 530 reUSable bag tO yOUf Ofdef
Expre5s 0rders: Please indude physicaladdres Dimgnsions: 15" X 1 2" X 3"
50me ex(eptions d0 applyfor 0ve6ized or Custom 0d"r. #45350 S2.95

Returns or Exchangei are accepted within 90 days of purchase date.
Returns: include credit card # & expiration date, refund for full purchase price (less shipping) will be applied,
Exchanges: include item info rize, shipping addre:: & phone number.

Fins Guitar
Fourth i of the collectible

picks.
from sales of

in good

LAST
Series 3 still available - quantities are limited.

Orders up to Ground
2 Business

Day
Express

Standard
Overnight

s2s.00 55.00 s1 7.00 s29.00

$2s.01 - s100.00 s10.00 s22.00 s34.00

5100.01 - 5200.00 srs.00 527.00 s39.00

5200.01 + s20.00 s32.00 Ss.oo

#5905 $3.00 each

TOTAL

(r€dit(ad Number
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