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A celebration and lraditional Hawaiian hlessing marked the

grand opening ol Jimmy Buftetl's at the Beachcomber in

Waikiki on Fehruary 2, 2009. Reporting for Hawaii NBC

affiliate KHNL, Leland Kim writes, The grand opening and

a traditional Hawaiian blessing took place Monday morning

at the 0hana Beachcomher Hotel in Waikiki. The 500 seat

newly renovated reslaurant celebrates the unique aspects

ot island litestyle.

"0ur brand really speaks to escapism and Waikiki really

speaks to escapism," said Dan Leonard, president and chief

operating officer of lMargaritaville lVlanagement Group.

"So there's kind of a nice marriage right there. Come to

Waikiki to escape, to enjoy the beaches, the beautiful land,

everything that has to do with it, and that's what our restau-

rant speaks to." Some of the unique touches include a molten

lava table at the bar. The restaurant is part of the hotel s $21

million renovation project. There will be live music every

night featuring local musicians.
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musicians and up-and-c0ming talenls

technologies create images of malestic

the outdoors inside-an etfect

nighttime fun?
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A LOT TO DRINK ABOUT
0n any given Thursday night in Key West, the spirited staff from lVlargaritaville don their domestic
caps and assume the laid-back lifestyle that our island is known for; walking the beach, applauding

the sunset, lounging poolside or in my case, hoping to hell I don't fall out of the hammock as I

doze off... again.

But last Thursday was different, last Thursday was better, last Thursday the sun set a little slower,

last Thursday Jimmy Bullett was in town.

We got the word on Wednesday and even though we were sworn t0 secrecy, by SPlVl the following

evening a throng of locals were choking the 500 block of Duval. I'm not sure how they all knew

because ltold my friends not to tell anyone. But no worries, this time there was a list, a VIP list I

suppose you could say and we were all on it. This time Jimmy saw to it that the employees were in

first, seated first, and had a drink in hand... first. 0f c0urse we had to pay for the drink(s) but

being on the list is, at the risk of sounding cliche, priceless.

Jimmy had spent the week in CIVIA tVlusician of the Year fVlac lVlcAnally's [Vluscle Shoals recording

studio working 0n new songs. The current state of the country prompted our troubled troubadour
to take pen in hand and give his spin on the state of the union, noting in particular that we "have a

lot to drnkabout." And since drinking was involved, what better place than Key West to premier

the new song.

Key West's current living legend embodies the spirit of our islands infamous forerunners in the

guise of shipwreck salvors, road weary writers and bar owners; it's safe to say that best-selling

aulhor Jimmy Buflett has certainly Jound treasure in lMargaritaville. So he and lMac came into town -''
on Lincoln's Birthday to share the new song, spend some time with old friends and favor the

lVlargaritaville crew with Key West classics, the songs we know by heart.

Tryin'to reason with hurricane season while reminiscing over lost landmarks and cousins who've

crossed over, Jimmy took us all on a nostalgia trip that I for one, at times, wish was one-way. The

pastissopleasant,thememoriessomalleable, thebeeristoocoldthedaiquiristoofruitiful...bul
I digress. Jimmy played the good old songs for over an hour, recorded a video of "A Lot to Drink

About" that is probably already on youtube, gave a heartfelt thanks t0 partners and supporters and

then told the staff, "...y0u d0n't have to go to work tomorrowl"

The economy is in a bad way, my 401(K)took a hit, and the ATIVI machine down the street kept my ":
card, but this ls one night that I can truly say that it pays to work at lVlargaritaville. So despite

Jimmy's verbal permission slip and the protestations of the morning shift, Friday morning its bid-

ness as usual. And in our case, usual is pretty special.

See A Lot To Drink About video at
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IVARGARITAVILLE@ Mail OrdeI Section

Shorts

bathing suiVshorts. 1 00%

elastic side waistband,

screenprint. IVlesh lining. Generous cut.
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WasabiGreen. "*
s#42313, M#42314,L#42915, dff
xL #42316 $21.95 XXL #42317 $22.95 fi

B l|s Five 0'Clock Somewhere T' ud"ffi.,
"Pour me Something Tall& Strong" $ffi.ffi",:
Front design. CharcoalGrey. -W

All T shirts are 100% cotton crew neck.

Available only in colors shown.

A One Particular Harbour T'
"And There's That One Particular Harbour..."

M #42188, L #42189, XL #42190 $21.95
xxl #42191 $22.95

C A Salty Piece ol Land T'

Slightly distressed. Sage Green

s #42299, M #42300, L#42301,
xL *42302 $22.35 XXL #42303 $23.95

D Ghanges/Sailboal T'
"Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes"
Distressed print. Harbor Blue.

s #42334, M #42335, L #42336,
xL #42337 $21.95 XXL #42338 $22.95

E Parrot Head CIub T'
Garment dyed, Blue

s #42386, M #42387, L #42388, XL #42389

$22.95 XXL #42390 $23.95

F Destinalion T'
Republic of Margaritaville Stamp Design.
Front design. [Vlustard.

M #42354, L #42355, XL #42356 $21.95
xxl #42357 $22.95

G JB Cap

6-panel Brown cap with embroidered raw

edge patch stitched to front, adjustable belt
buckle back closure. Distressed bill, Key

West embroidered on left side.

#3104S $18.00
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t A Slill Green T'
"Still Green After All These Years"
Environmentally f riendly ink printed on

certified 100% organic cotton garment.

s #42260, M #42261, L #42262,
xL#42263 $22.95 XXL #42264 $23.95

B Livin' 0n lsland Time T'
100% cotton Tank Top. White.
s #31023, M #31024, L #31025,
xL #31026 $18.95 XXL #31027 $19.95

C Margarila Bottle Topper

Margarita shaped bottle topper with "Wastin

Away printed along base. lndividually boxed.
Box reads on back, "l'm gonna teach him
how to fuss, teach him how to cuss, and pull

the cork out of a bottle of wine..." Measures
approximately 1.75"
#17053 $6.00

D 5 0'Clock Shot Glass
Ceramic shot glass with wrap around 3-D
design. lMeasures 4" H, approximately 2"

diameter. Packaged in a great decorative box,

ready for gift giving. Front & Back Displayed.
#41210 $9.95

E Acrylic Pilsner Glassware Sel
5 O'Clock Somewhere design. IVleasures 9 H.

Set of 4 assorted colors.
#4239 $24.95

F Margaritaville Coflee Mug
"Livin' Life on Brews Control" Ceramic. 15 oz.

#17000 $9.00

G Plins Apron

Colorful, Fins Up shaped Apron. "tastin'

away again in paradise" printed on adjustable
neck strap and waist ties, 1 00% cotton. 22"

W at base, 32'total length. N/lake grilling fun,
perfect for tail gate parties!

#41858 $18.95

H Plins Salt & Pepper Set

Separate "Cheeseburger in Paradise" shaker
fits inside Pfins shaker. [Vleasures 6" high,
base diameter 3 x 3.5. Cheeseburger shaker
measures 2.5" x2.5". Shipped in decorative
gift box.

#41844 $16.95
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A Pirate Looks at 50 Bandana
Prs{ormed bandana with back tie. 0ne size

fits all. "A Pirate Looks At 50" with 0ur ren-

dition of the skull and crossbones embroi-
dered on front panel. Great for under hel-

mets, beach wear, or bad hair days!
#5307 $13.00

B Margaritaville Fishing Polo - 0N SALE

Distressed left chest screen print. Pigment
direct-dyed lightweight jersey polo shirt.
100% ring-spun cotton,4 button placket,

loose band sleeves and split tail. lndigo Blue.

s #41675, M #41676, L#41677, XL #41678
1,1//S $38.95 ,1/0fY $25.95
xxl #41679 l/74S$3S,S5 NoW $26.95

C Flip Flop Camp Shirt
Camp shirt features lyrics "Blew 0ut IVly Flip

Flop and Stepped on a Pop Top Available in

a tropical 0cean Blue. 1 00% cotton shirt
with slit left chest pocket and side split tail.

s #41396, M #41397, L #41398,
xL #41399 $55.95 XXL #41400 $56.95

D 5 O'Clock Piclure Frame
IVlargaritaville 3-D resin picture frame fits a

4"x 6" photo. Shipped in decorative gift box.

#41208 $18.95

E Gheeseburger Golf Cover
"Playing a Round in Paradise" Cheeseburger
in Paradise embroidered on a plush

Cheeseburger. 16 length.
#41324 $18.00

F Margaritaville Mutt Dog Collars
"[Vlargaritaville M utt Key West". Ad j ustable.
Plastic Snap Closure.
X-Small 5-10 lbs., 6-12" #7814 $14.00
Small 10-30 lbs., 9-15" #1053 $15.00
Medium 25-50 lbs., 14-20" #1054 $17.00
Large 45-100 lbs., 15-24" #1055 $19.00
X-large 60-160 lbs., 22-30'#1056 $19.00
Also available
Margaritaville Cat Collars
"lVlargaritaville Cat Key West". Velcro closure
Small 10.5" #41103 $12.00
Average 12" #41104 $12.00
Large 13" #41105 $12.00
Fat Gat 14" #41106 $12.00

G No Trespasser's Sign
Popular "Trespassers Will Be 0ffered A

Shot". Now on a resin sign, great for any bar

area. Total measurement: 13 H x 10 W.

#42110 $34.95

H 5 0'Clock Somewhere Bandana
22" square bandana with 18 imprint area.

Natural background. Great for Parrot Heads

and N/largaritaville IU utts !

#41329 LyAS $9.95 NoW $7 .95
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Wounded Warrior is a nonprofit organization devoted to raising pub-

lic awareness and support for soldiers severely inlured in the current

military conilicts around the world. Jimmy performed at a benefit

concert for the organization several years ago and turned us on t0

their cause. Wounded warriors made their annual stop in Key West

on Saturday, January 17 cycling down Duval Street past a throng of

sign bearing, flag-waving Margaritians and local supporters.

Soldiers and volunteers were met with lengthy cheers and salutes

from a Key West crowd anxiously assembled at lVlemorial Park in

Truman Annex. The City of Key West recognizes the importance of

the maritime industry in the area and has granted the USS lVlohawk

CGC lVlemorial [t/luseum a slip at lVlemorial Park. This is a presti-

gious location for the floating ships that can be viewed lrom water

and land, offering an enticement for locals and visitors alike to come

onboard.

Local dignitaries, introduced by IMCPO Lloyd Pierce welcomed the

tired two-day tourists with plaques and pronouncements thanking

them for their 0bvious sacrifices. Emotions ran surprisingly high

among the grateful group, due not to the military or mayoral

speeches, but rather in response to the young men and women

seated on bicycles before us. Those bound to a code to "take the

hit" so we don't have to. Soldiers driven not by politics, oilpolicy or

religious convictions, but by the age old desire t0 serve. But they

were not here for pity or reward, they were here for the same reason

allvisitors come t0 the Keys - to take a break from their lives and

enjoy themselves.

A wide variety of bars and attractions offered their services to the

gallant group, who took full advantage of the welcome, the weather

and the wonderment that Key West has to offer - from fishing and

sailing, beers and burgers, to Diva's and Drag Queens, We met up

with the gang at the [Vlargaritaville Cafe later that afternoon to meet

with the soldiers on a more personal level, got to know some of

their stories and their hopes and wishes for the future,

Former professional cyclist Saul Raisin joined the wounded veterans

on this ride. Saulsuffered a traumatic brain injury TBI in an accident

during a race leading up to his first Tour de France. Saul is commit-

ted to raise awareness and hope for victims of TBl, considered to be

the signature wound from the conflicts in lraq and Afghanistan.

Another surprise guest ioined the band of brothers Sunday morning.

Jimmy Buffett passed the security checkpoint and shared breakfast

with the group, bouncing from table to table like a groom at a wed-

ding, posing for pictures and wearing out his Sharpie.

Volunteers told us how therapeutic this trip had been, that many of

the men had not been so animated or alive in months. We are so

proud to have been a part of it, so pleased that many others in town

were involved, and so appreciative of the Soldier Ride organization

for sharing their cause.
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Wounded Warrior's Conquer Keys Bridge

lVlargaritaville Welcomes Soldier Ride

Photo: Stephen Biackwell

Photo: Cun Richler

IIHMY BUTTSIT'S ]TANGABITAVILLE
VIETCOIIES SOLDIER NIDE

i
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Jimmy shares a meal and a moment Photo: Stephen Blackwell
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The Parrothead plate is available to the general

public and has no special requirements {or

acquiring the plate. Proceeds from the plate will

be used to support the Palmetto Chapter of the

Alzheimeis Association and the Upstate SC

Chapter of the Alzheimer's Association.

*.#hS Parrothead

,@THKYOU

The design was submitted by

Nancy Blauers, an artist whose

works have graced the pages

and products of the Coconut

Telegraph for decades.

Nancy is the Senior Artist with

Margaritaville Merchandising,

where she greatly enjoys

creating designs depicting the lt/largaritaville

lifestyle for products such as dimensional

sculptures, camp shirts and tee shirts for the

lVlargaritavi lle stores.

South Carolina
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