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MARGARITAVILLE" 
continues to mature; Top 
Forty Hit, T'shirt shop, 
restaurant, recording stu
dio, and now Margari

taville Records. The realization of an 
idea has been fruitful for Jimmy Buffett. 
Although the song claims, "how it got 
here I haven't a clue," nothing could be 
further from the truth. In fact it takes 
much more than a "clue" to have 
amassed gold and platinum albums, 
survived a 20 year recording career, 
and consistently host sell-out concerts 
in an arena dominated by future has
beens. 

Margarita ville Records will be based 
in Nashville, TN., long recognized as 
an important spoke in the music indus
try wheel.Jimmy [the artist] remains in 
the MCA stable, while Jimmy [the head 
of Margaritaville Records] will use 
MCA's vast marketing and distribu
tion network to promote the new label. 

Jimmy's choice to run Margaritaville 
Records is Bob Mercer. A statistician 
by trade, Bob originally worked in the 
marketing department of General Foods. 
Forsaking snap and crackle for pop, 
Bob left to head EMI Records in the 
?O's. In his heyday Bob was responsible 
for signing and promoting such groups 
as Queen, the Sex Pistols, the Rolling 
Stones, and Pink Floyd. Pink Floyd 
would play an even greater role in his 
career, particularly his relationship with 
Roger Waters. 

EMI soared under the tutelage of 
Bob Mercer. Employed for his mana
gerial skill, Bob quickly assumed a more 
creative role; heading the A&R De
partment, he set about signing acts and 
closely monitoring their careers. The 
first act he signed was the then unknown 
Queen, a group that set the standard 
for theatrical performances for several 
years. 

A STATE OF MIND IS NOW 
A STATE OF RECORDING 

The "punk" movement was largely a 
reaction to groups like Queen. Johnny 
Rotten, Sid Vicious and groups like 
The Sex Pistols were the antithesis of 
Queen. Bob Mercer realized the mar
keting potential in these groups and 
they were recruited to the EMI label 

Bob graduated to EMI Films in the 
80's, saddled with the title of Creative 
Vice President. During this time EMI 
produced the classic lleerhunter and 
Tender Mercies; 

The late 80's found Bob wandering 
around the fringes of the "bidness", 
managing Paul McCartney's career, 
until separated by creative differences, 
and laying the groundwork, along with 
Roger Waters, for the historical per
formance of Pink Floyd's The Wall at 
the former site of the Iron Curtain in 
Berlin. 

Jimmy Buffett and Bob Mercer trace 
their friendship back to the mid ?O's, 
and kept in touch through mutual 
friends. Late last year, Bob Mercer 
decided to return to the recor<Ung in-

dustry, and planned to relocate to 
Nashville. Coincidentally, Jimmy had 
bad his own record label in the back of 
his mind for some time. A dinner con
versation led to the formation of 
Margaritaville Records. 

Margaritaville Record's first release 
will be a Jimmy Buffett Box Set this 
summer. TitledBoats, Beaches,Bars, & 
Ballads, the box set will include Jimmy 
Bu1Ien standarcls, previously unreleased 
and some new material. Also inc,uded 
will be a booklet containing a copious 
amount of Jimmy Buffett photos, ar
ticles, baH truths and lies. (cont.) 

• 

Marvin Gardens, Shellie Erwin, & Bob Mercer 
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Records cont. 

Margaritaville Records, as mentioned 
earlier, will be headquartered in Nash
ville, TN. with Bob Mercer calling the 
shots from his Music Square office. 
Assisting Bob will be our own Shellie 
Erwin. Formerly a Key West Margari
tian and now the premier Nashville 
Margaritian, Shellie will be assisting 
Bob acting as liason between Margari
taville Records and MCA 

Bob from London, and Shellie from 
Key West; both arrived in Nashville 
late last year. Bob had planned to have 
a Nashville address, but Shellie's new 
career was sealed after Bob's first visit 
to Key West. After an intensive inter
view process, [ a new bar tab record at 
Margaritaville Cafe] Shellie was offered 
the position and accepted. Moving up 
to the cold south does not come with
out some apprehension, but Shellie is 
adjusting to being land-locked. 

Fortunately the fledgling record la
bel bas dropped anchor across the street 
from MCA offices, allowing a physical 
as well as a conceptual relationship. 
Marketing and promoting will be a 
symbiotic alliance. 

EVANGELINE, a New Orleans' 
group was the first act to be signed to 
Margaritaville Records.As this is writ
ten Evangeline is in the studio 
[Shrimpboat Sound] preparing an al
bum for a summer release. See story 
next page for tbe lowdown on 
Evangeline. 

Will Jimmy Buffett's "Midas Touch" 
extend to the record industry? Will the 
record label fare as well as the Margari
taville Store & Cafe? Will Bob Mer
cer's gentlemanly British clip be re
placed with a decidedly Midwestern 
drawl? Will Shellie ever fully adjust to 
the cold south? Will Elvis ever leave 
Memphis for Nashville? These ques
tions and more to be answered in fu
ture issues of The Coconut Telegraph. 

,.___, ....... _--I~ 

BOATS 

M 
argaritaville Records fust 
major release will be a box 
set containing Jimmy Buffett 
hits from "White Sport G:lat" 

to the present Michael Utley, a man 
who needs no introduction, is coordi
nating the project. He was kind enough 
to spend some time with me via AT&T, 
detailing the organization of the soon 
to be released set. 

The set will contain 4 CD's or cas
sette tapes consisting of 17-21 songs 
each. Distinctions will be made accord
ing to the title: BOATS, BEACHES, 
BARS & BALI.ADS. All of Jimmy's 
albums will be represented. Of note is 
a number of rarities; songs never re
leased on albums, that are distributed 
throughout the 4 titles. 

Take It Back, a song written for the 
1987 Americas' Cup Race, was previ-

BARS 
ously released as a single, and oddly 
enough a video was made, but the song 
did not appear on a Buffett album. 
Domino College, a song written with 
Dan Fogelberg. Elvis Imitator, a real 
collectors item is now finally available. 
Recorded under the name Freddie & 
The Fishsticks, the song presents a 
very good imitation of "The King"; "I 
was imitating Elvis before he died," 
claims lead singer Jimmy Buffett. 

Other rarities include Moneyback 
Guarantee, a Jimmy Buffett song re
corded by The Neville Brothers on their 
Uptown album. Middle Of The Night 
and Love & Luck are songs recorded 
for the last two studio albums which 
did not fit the format or theme of the 
album. 

The only live recording will be Ever
lasting Moon, recorded in Cincinnati 
duringtheFeedingFrenzytour. Lastly, 
Christmas In The Caribbean, a song 
recorded for an MCA Christmas al
bum titled Tennessee Christmas. This 
album contained Christmas selections 

Photo: Jean Pagliuso 

BEACHES 
from a variety of MCA Country Art
ists; including John Schneider of TV's 
Dukes Of Hazard. Obviously out of 
place, Chnstmas In The Caribbean will 
now enjoy a much wider apprecia
tion. 

Michael Utley has spent the last 
several months re-mastering the cuts 
chosen to appear on the set. The time 
and effort Jimmy is spending on the 
box set is similar to a new album. Re
recording or adding vocals in Nash
ville, along with other "repair work"; 
vocal mistakes, instrumental mistakes, 
adding horns, etc., bas been completed. 

Back in the land of "fruits & nuts", 
Mr. Utley is transferring the collec
tion to digital tape and will re-master 
from that. This is necessary to create 
a high fidelity compact disc. The se-

BALLADS 
lcctions are being mixed in Los Ange
les at Jackson Browne's Groove Mas
ters studio, while the final mix will be 
done at Future Discs. Both locations 
often used by Jimmy's longtime friend 
and producer. 

Look for Michael Utley and the 
rest of the Coral Reefers on tour this 
summer promoting Jimmy Buffett's 
Box Set Boats, Beaches, Bars & 
Ballads. 



I have written previously but have received no reply. If you are no longer in business, 
or n_o longer exist, please inform me. Bardin Simmons, Tarboro, NC. ?????11111 

.---~ suppose I can understand 
r why there are those who 

would envy my position. 
A sunny Thursday af
ternnon in Febrwuy \Wuld 
find the majority reading 
this quite far removed from 
the sundeck of Shrimpboat 
Sound, Jimmy Buffett's 
recording studio in Key 
West, FL But I was there, 
tellin' lies with Kathleen 

,.,j Stieffel, lead vocalist for 
•----"~ EV ANGELINE. 
Evangeline has been described as an 

"All Girl Band with a Louisiana Fla
vor". They are indeed an all woman 
band, with the exception of Dudley the 
drummer, and they do possess a certain 
Gulf Coast flavor; however, to be re
ferred to as an all-girl band is an unfair 
label, as if a gimmick were necessary. 
So we won't call them that. 

Evangeline is composed of 5 women, 
well versed in the music "bid.Dess", well 
versed in live performing, and possess
ing talents ranging from opeta singer 
to washboard player. The present, and 
stable, membership includes Kathleen 
Stieff el, [ rhythm guitar & lead vocals] 
Rhonda Lohmeyer, [lead guitar & har
mony] Sharon Leger, [bass player & 
lead vocals] Nancy Buchan, [rock vio
lin] Beth McKee, [lead vocals & key
boards] andDudley Fruge, [drummer]. 

Kathleen, a Dixie Darling from her 
college days at The University of South
ern Mississippi, was designated spokes-

UIHl!Ul"I" 

person for Evangeline simply because 
of her proximity to the door. Kathleen 
studied classical music while attending 
USM on a dance scholarship. Oddly 
enough, she flunked music theory, 
switched majors and received a B.S. [in 
the truest sense] in Business. A brief 
stint in the business world convinced 
Kathleen to "apply her vocal instruc
tion to make money." She learned to 
play guitar, and began performing in 
and around the New Orleans area. 

Rhonda Lohmeyer witnessed the 
conception and birth of Evangeline. It 
was her concept to 

catalyst for the group, and was scouting 
for talent Rhonda approached Sharon, 
who was a friend of Kathleen, etc. etc. 

Nancy Buchan is originally from the 
classic midwestem town of Wichita, 
KS. She studied violin for years, always 
with a slant toward rock 'o roll and 
bluegrass. A budding movie star, Nancy, 
and her talent, have been showcased in 
an Irish documentary titled the Magic 
Fiddle. Somewhere between Bourbon 
St. m New Orleans and Duval St. in Key 
West, Nancy realized, "She wasn't in 
Kansas anymore." 

assemble a Cajun 
band featuring all 
women. In between 
writing songs and 
playing country mu
sic, Rhonda found 
time to obtain a law 
degree. Her husband 

ONEJWBNWG W8 WENT 
SKINNY DIPPING IN 
JIMMrS POOL.-.. BlJT 
DON'T PRINT THAT 

and three children 
provide support in many ways; her fif
teen year-old son Jan.son, held the band 
together [that summer] while we 
searched for just the right keyboard 
player. Rhonda is giving it all to 
Evangeline, leaving the law firm she 
was with in New Orleans to pursue her 
musical career. 

Sharon "Go ahead, tell me a blonde 
joke" Leger enjoys a tiny body with a 
big voice. She played bass and sang 
with Bruce Daigrepoot in New Orleans, 
where she came to Rhonda's attention. 
As mentioned earlier, Rhonda was the 

Beth McKee, a Jackson, MS. native 
and an authentic R&B player is the 
latest edition to Evangeline. :Eagle-eyed 
Parrot Heads may recognize Beth as 
one of Fingers Taylor's Lady Fingers, 
the opening band for Jimmy's 1991 Out
post Tour. Beth was in Austin, TX 
assembling a band, when she got the 
call to jump aboard the "Evangeline 
Express." 
The first stop on the ''Express" was in 

New Orleans. Quint Davis, the founder 
and chairman ofTheNewOrleansJazz 
& Heritage Festival is a personal friend 

( cont. pg.7) 

Nancy Buchan, Sharon Leger, Rhonda 
Lohmeyer, Kathleen Stieffel, Beth 
McKee, & Dudley Fruge. (L-R) 
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CARIBBEAN SOUL DESIGN T'S 
100% Cotton crew neck Ts. Sized M,L& 
XL. Colors: White, Yellow, Blue; Mint, or 
Beige. $14.95 

MANATEE T'SHIRT 

f 

NEWDESIGN 

PIRATE PARROTS 

Front 

~,~JY..t[ 

CARIBBEAN SOUL SWEATSHIRTS 
Some 50/50 sweatshirts remain. Designs 
include WHY DON'T WE GET DRUNK, 
CHANGES IN LATITUDE, FLORIDA 
GATOR, PARROTFISH. Available in 
M,L,& XL $ $19.95 

NEW DESIGN DUVAL ST 

MARGARITA VILLE TEE-GRAMS 
Margaritaville T'shirt mailer measures 11.xl 4. Poster design 
illustrated on front with message from Jimmy on reverse. 
Great gi,ft for a friend. You pick the Tshirt and give us your 
friends address, we'll do the rest. Includes T'sblrt, mailer, and 
postage, $21.00 Mailer separately is $4.25, T'shirt $14.95. 

I I 

Back 

·MAR 
MARGARITA VILLE KOOL KOPS 
$3,00 EACH OR 6/$15.00 

SLEEPLESS 
KNIGHT 
BEER STEIN 
$10.00 



MARGARITAVILLE BALLCAPS 
100% Poplin C.otton Ballcap featuring either Margaritaville Aqua or Tropical Print. ParrotHead Club available in solid 
Store or Parrot Head Club embroidered on front panel White, Navy or Tropical Print. Both caps also available in 
Adjustable leather strap. Store cap available in solid White, Nylon Cap: white, Black or Neon Colors. $15.00 

~ 

FLY MARGARITA VILLE CAP Classic navigator design flight cap. Available in Khaki only.~ $10.00 

NEW MARGARITAVILLE CAFE DESIGN CAP 
Margaritaville Cafe logo embroidered on 100% Stonewashed 
C.Otton cap. Soft cotton cap features adjustable leather 
strap, eyelets on side for ventilation. Available in Earthtone 
colors: Brown, Green, Grey, Blue. $15.00 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-COCOTEL 

~GARITA VILLE GLASSWARE 
MARGARITA VILLE CAFE GLASS NEW MARGARITAVILLE TUMBLER 

$7.50 F.ACH 4/$25.00 

in.,,,n !'\~~,- .· 
'Cilt~·•f- 1 
;!~~~~o°'~:,S~ 1 

. ~, ·, y,~~1::-~~;i~,- . j,, < 

'Jjr •;:f,.,?:·: ~ :~--\~, 
:., r /:=·\\.:::J ' ~ I i ,t~ 

' l' •' _--:::::--",._ .. I ·_.' 

?.- D,;;:a~':;iiff!~~,~ < 

. I =---~ ·,c: 

r Colorful palms surround 10oz. tumbler. $7.50 

l 

MARGARITA GLASS $10.00 
MARGARITA MIX $5.00 
2 GIASSES AND MIX $20.00 

. )ti~:..:,,,-
". THE LOST 

SHAKER OF 
SALT$S.OO 
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HEAVEN IS UNDER OUR FEET 
A BOOK FOR WALDEN WOODS 

T 
be Walden Woods Project, a national nonprofit 
organization, was founded in April 1990 by re
cording artist Don Henley to acquire and preserve 
historic and environmentally significant sites in 
Walden Woods. 

Although a large portion of the woodlands is protected by 
the commonwealth of Massachusetts, by the towns of Con
cord and Lincoln, and by local land conservations trusts, 
over forty percent of Walden Woods remains unprotected 
and vulnerable to development, including Brister's Hill and 
Bear Garden Hill. 

Brister's Hill and its vicinity is widely recognized as the 
cradle of the American environmental movement. It was 
here, in particular, that Henry David Thoreau studied forest 
succession and set in motion the theories of conservation 
that continue to guide the American environmental move
ment. 

~Im ~i~lH 11 ' ij~H ~ij~~~ 

The essays in Heaven ls Under Our Feet, including Jimmy 
Buffett's ~ written as contributions to the Walden Woods 
Project. All of the royalties and a portion of the proceeds, 
donated by Longmeadow Pr~, will assist the Project in 
raising the necessary funds to permanently protect these 
historic and beautiful sites in Walden Woods - living sym
bols of the American conservation movement. 
HARDBACK BOOK IS $18.95 

MARGARITA VILLE LEATHER BAGS 

BACKPACK 

Leather back pack embossed 
with Margaritaville Cafe 
logo. Deep pouch secured 
byinnertie,outsidestrap 
buckles on either side. 
Convenient outer zipped 
pocket. Adjustable back 
straps. Solid back inserts 
provide com.fort when 
bicycling, kiking, etc. 
BACK PACK. 
stands 16" high.. 
Available in Dark 
Brown or Natu
ral. $87.00 

High quality 100% leather bags. 

HIP PACK 

Leather bag 
em~ with 
Margaritaville 
Store logo. 
Adjustable 
band allows 
comfortable 
fit Available 
in Dark 



I spend a lot of time trying to think of something funny or stupid enough to get printed in the top margin of 
the CT, but I haven't come up with anything yet. Tom Severino, Haddonfield, NJ. Not funny enawm Tom 

of Jir--.my Buffett Quint Davis has also been an Evangeline 
fan since they copped first place in a Jazz Search 
contest in 1988. Late last year Quint Davis encouraged 
Jimmy to see Evangeline. .. Their appreciation for Quint 
Davis' support must be stressed, "we feel we owe every
thing to him. Without his suppon and belief in us, we 
simply would not have the record deal.• 

Jimmy suggested Dudley Fruge, Zachary Richard's 
[C.T. Vol.6#4] drummer,andEvangeline'slineupwas 
complete. 

Justin Niebank is producing Evangeline's pivotal 
first release. Affectionately referred to as ''The Re
ducer", Justin Niebank has the ability to conquer the 
recording studio nemesis; too much stuff. "He brings 
out the best in everyone." 

Evangeline has been in recording studios, but none 
quite like Shrimp boat Sound. A state of the an studio 
surrounded by "local color" has kept their creativity 
peaking, that plus the Cuban kicker in a styrofoam cup, 
CafeconLeche. The attitude in Key West is very condu
cive; the relaxed atmosphere allowing Evangeline to 
focus on their music. 

Most of the tracks on the album are oliginal; • the 
writing chores are shared by all. Kathleen sings Gulf
coast Highway, a duet with Jimmy, and the group 
delivers an outstanding acapella rendition of Jimmy 
Cliffs Rivers of Babylon. 
Fast forward to Saturday night. Duval St. was rockin'. 

The biliiiggggg rumor mill prize wheel was spinning 
and seemed to be headed for the "Jimmy Buffett's 
gonna play tonight" slot. We knew he wasn't even in 
town, so what the hell was going on? The word was out. 
The Margaritaville Cafe was literally packed to the 
rafters; I know because I was in the rafters. Evangeline 
sounded terrific. There we were, hobnobbing with the 
brass from H.K.Management; of course all the hob
bingwas centered at the "celebrity table", while my nob 
and I were in the aforementioned rafters. 

The folks from H.K. were in Key West to offer their 
unparalleled services to Evangeline, a real coup for re
cording rookies. The ladies were understandably elated. 

Evangeline has been nominated by and will perform 
at The Big Easy Music Awards to be held in New 
Orleans in March. An April 24th appearance at the 
New Orleans Jazz Fest will follow, and the "Evangeline 
Express"continues this summer, serving as opening act 
for Jimmy Buffett & The Coral Reefer Band. 

Webster's New World Dictionary defines Evangeline 
as: Gr. evangelion good news. Evangelism can best be 
described as, "any zealous effort in propagandizing for 
a cause." Somebody print a Tshirt! 

QTY 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH 
Keep in touch with Key West and Mar• 
garitaville. The Coconut Telegraph is 
mailed 6 times a year. $5.00 covers 
printing& postage. Outside U.S. $10.00. 

ORDERS TOTALlHG $25.00 OR MORE 
GUARANTEES A YEARS SUBSCRIP
TION:. SORRY, AVAILABLE TO U.S. CUS
TOMERS ONLY. 

MAIL ORDERS: Make check or money order 
payable to The Coconut Telegraph. Send to 
T'shirts, PO Box 1459, Key West, FL 33041. 
SORRY, NO C.O.D.'s. 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS: Call toll free 1-
800-262-6835 Monday thru Friday, 9AM-
5PM EST. $10.00 MINIMUM CREDIT 
GARD ORDER 

TOLL FREE LINE FOR ORDERS ONLY 
PLEASE. 

FAX # ( 306) 296-1084 

ALL OTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 
CALL (306) 292-82!02. 

We accept overseas orders. Please send 
payment in U.S. dollars and double sur
face shipping/handling charges. 

SHIPPING/HANDLING CHARGES: 3 items or 
less $4.00, 4-6 items $6.00, 7 or more items $7.50. 
We ship via UPS. Florida residents please include 
7% sales tax. Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. 

1-800-GOGOTEL 

ITEM SIZE GOLOR(3) PRJCE 

SUBTOTAL 

We Accept VISA. \it<,rida Resi~.ents •~hl)'; ·~c1ct 7'1o sales TAX 
1---~ 

Mast erCaro &: AmeVica~ Ex\:)ress SHIPPIHG 1------1 

TOTAL 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP PHONE 

CREDIT CARD NO. EXP 

CHECKNO. SIGNATURE 
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THE 
Parrot Head Madness 
section of the Prodigy 
Arts Club Bulletm 
Board wants Jimmy to 
know that we are 
around 120 members 
strong on the computer 
lines. We started the 

topic in Prodigy in September, 1990, and Parrot 
Heads all over the country communicate daily to 
discuss Jimmy Buffett, his songs, his concerts, and 
how he's affected our lives. Friendships have been 
made via electronic mail as we all have a common 
Parrot Head lifestyle to bring us all together. We 
are hopeful that a Prodigy Parrot Head gathering 
will take place this summer. during the concert 
tour. We will be able to meet each other personally 
and party as only we know how. So, a big hello goes 
out to Jimmy, his family, and everyone at the 
Coconut Telegraph from us computer Parrot 
Heads! 

Sincerely yours, 
Kelly Danforth 
Dayton, OH 

VOLUME 8,N0.2 

JIMMY'S CHAPEL OF LOVE 
ere comes the bride, all dressed in 
white" ... right down the aisle of The 
Margaritaville Store. The future Mrs. 
Pam Marshall made her way out of 
the back room, past the Margari
taville bookshelf, through the youth 
T'shirts ... all to the beat of Jimmy 
Buffett's now classic wedding march, 

"Why Don't We Get Drunk And Screw." 
On Monday, November 25th, 1991, Marrying 

Sam, infamous Key West mobile Notary Public, 
performed a tearless double drink ceremony in a 
congregation of cruise ship passengers. The bride 
wore a lovely sky blue 2-piece dress accented by a 
white lace shawl The groom, bearded and bespec
tacled wore a colorful(?) "Hawaiian" shirt and a 
rather inconspicuous pair of pants. • 

Sharon Lehmann, crack Margaritaville store 
manager, witnessed the event in between "man
ning" the blender and co-ordinating the post
nuptial reception. Dean Marshall, a graduate of 
Devry Institute in Atlanta, GA, is_ employed as an 
electronic engineer with IDM Controls. Pam 
Marshall will remain with RFC Intermediaries, an 
insurance company outside Atlanta. Mr. & Mrs. 
Marshall plan to make their home in Duluth, GA 
This is indeed a rare occurence. Mar$aritaville is 

a retail store, not a chapel, and despite this wel
come disturbance, we're more accustomed to 
exchanging dollars than exchanging vows. 

We congratulate Pam & Dean, and wi~h them 
well in their life together. 

Dean Marshall • 

Margaritaville Store Manager 
Sharon Lehmann 

Pam Marshall 

@ ,ecyc/ed 




