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"I HAD THIS CRAZY 
IDEA TO GO PLAY 
THE MOST REMOTE 
BARS IN TI-IE WORLD 
THAT ARE SORT OF 
TUNED INTO JIMMY 
BUFFETT MUSIC." 
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immy Buffett is back at it again, playing 
another farewell tour . 
. Sort of. 
"I don't know this time, I don't know," 

Buffett says, laughing and following it up 
with a long pause for effect. 

Then, he spills: "No, it won't be my last 
tour by any stretch of the imagination. 
But, I've been threatening to Lake just a 
year off for about five years. I haven't had 
a summer off in 20 yea rs. I may just take a 
summer but I'll certainly be back after 
that. I used to threaten to retire, but I 
don't want to retire. I just want a little 
time off." 

Buffett, speaking by phone from Den
ver, says the 46-date, 32 city Outpost Tour 

combines music-recent and old, a lot of old, "some of which 
you haven't heard for along, long time"-with theatrics. He's 
drawing raves and full venues. 

Outpost is Buffett's for-the-meantime way of living an 
idea that has yet to be fully developed. 

"It was just sort of an imaginable thing ... l'd had this crazy 
idea to go play the 10 or 12 most remote bars in the world 
that are sort of tuned, or are a soundtrack, to Jimmy Buffett 
music." 

But he's not packing bars these days. 
Buffett, according to Billboard magazine, for which he 

once worked, annually .is among the top five grossing acts of 
the summer concert season. Buffett is living proof that you 
can always get what you want, and longevity is part of it. 

"What keeps me going is I fonunately have a job that I 
love to do, I've always been addicted to live performing. I 
think that has a lotto do with the popularity and the fact that 
there are not a lot of people out there-even in successful 
terms-that are really th.at hooked into their audiences. Most 
people are forced into this marketing, kind of record com
pany theory that you're forced into having a video and doing 
things that, to me, are for a very short-circuited career. Mine 
has been a long-circuited career." 

"I've been fortunate, as it happens, to bring a younger 
aud.iencewith me; that's the real survivability key. I also have 
fans that are my age [ 44], but then I look out at the audience 
and there are 18 year-olds. I think they're looking for some
thing that .is fun, that is like it used to be, that you can go and 
have a great time and not be at the mercy of machines and 
people who give you a basic show." 

Getting there wasn't easy. Buffett wasn't an overnight 
sensation. "You gotta remember, Jimmy started in my bar, 
Captain Tony's. Thatwas back in the hippie days [early70's) 
with the love kids," according to Capt. Tony Tarracino, 
current elected Mayor of Key West, FL 

Tarracino, who prefers "Capt. Tony" to "mayor" or "your 
honor," recalls playing host to a load of aspiring musicians. 
"Jimmy walks in and says to me, 'Man, I'd like to play here 
sometime."' So Capt. Tony hired Buffett-for 10 bucks and 2 
beers. Capt. TonysaysallhecanrecallfromBuffett's first gig 

,__ _____________________ in the bar was that nobody clapped. "I ou_ght to .2et back my 
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10 bucks and 2 beers.~ 
Over the yeaIS Capt. Tony~ watched 

Buffett develop the art of telling a story, 
delivering the message. That's the key 
to his shows the mayor says. "The 
remarkable tiling is his ability to talk to 
the generations. Twenty years ago he 
was singing to the kids and they liked it. 
Today he's singing to the kids and they 
like it, and so do all those other ( older) 
kids. He's like perpetual, you know 
what I mean?" 
GNING UP MARGARITAS'! 

"It's called aging," Buffett says. "I 
had a good run at it, and that's what I 
think of when I see kids at the show 
today. I ma.de background m~ic to a 
rite of passage. But I lived that rite of 
passage, now it's there for other people 
to do. When bangpyers became illn~es, 
I thought, Whoa! I was very lucky to 
live through all that." 

Now his family, oomposing music, 
writing books, towing, flying, fishing, 
tending the needs of his various enter
prises, staying physically fit and vaca
tioning provide the tonic for Buffett. 
And when he's not encumbered by any, 
or all, of those, he finds time for envi
ronmental and educational causes. 

"But I bascially like to take it easy," 
Buffett says. "I get away from the 
humdrum, I put my guitar away when 
the season's over. It's what keeps per
forming again very fresh to me." 

"My off time and my time out of the 
public light, I would prefer to live where 
rm comfortable, as opposed to where 
it's f:ashionable. A lot of people I know, 
their social live.s are just an extension 
of their public lives, and I aim not to do 
that." 

You'll hear a Buffett tune on the 
radio just slightly more often than you1l 
see a shark across the street, yet the 
entertainer continues to thrive. Radio 
stations most often play the standards; 
"Margaritaville" and "Come Monday," 
but little else. 

Buffett says his 1989 release "Off To 
See The Lintrd" is his favorite album 
and had all theelemenis to be a smash, 
It wasn't. "There was an album that 
had, to me, everything; it had enough 
freshn~, great songs, a great produc.er. 
There are songs on there that I play in 
concert, 4 or 5 songs that could have 
been hit records. It's a durable and 
lasting record. It had enough moderni
zation that the reconl oompany should've 
gotten into it ... it didn't happen, tbey 
went about it the wrong way." 

"I used to be a lot more adamant 

about it [Jack of airplay] and.fight for it, 
but it was WdSted energy," be says. "And 
so now it doesn't matter if I get a song 
on the radio. The only thing I can do is 
set myself into a position where I've got 
mybestshot,and that's what I'm doing. 
I'll wait until that time to do another 
record." 

"I'd love to go back in and do an 
album. and I think that everytlring will 
work out," he says. "I've just resolved 
myself to the fact that recording is like 
the third priority of mine." Right now 
touring and writing books comes first, 
Buffett says. 

"I love that I've established myself as 
a writer, because that's what I always 
really wanted to do before I got into 
rock 'n roU. So I can juggle the two of 
those and be very happy." 

"I still th.ink I've got a great record 
left in me," says Buffett, who has two 
platinum and four gold albums. "I oould 
be the George Foieman of rock 'n roll" 

From an interview with Steve 
Greenberg.. Sports Editor of the 
Lafayette, IN Journal & Courier 
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From an interview with George 
Varga, Pop Mu.sic Critic for the 
San Diego Union. 

"People name boalS after my songs, 
they move because of my songs. I cer
tainly never figured any of that would 
happen, but it's there, and I have to 
realize that." 

More than music and :r.any outfits, 
Parrot Head-dom is a celebratory way 
of life. To a neophyte Buffett oon
certgoer, all the fuss might seem a 
mystery. But to his many devotees, at
tending a Buffett concert is as Ameri
can as Mom, apple pie and maitais. "It 
definitely goes beyond the music, but 
beyond me making the songs at the 
time, I don't know much about what 
goes on when other people interpret 
them. But I do have the good sense to 
not say, 'OK, I'm not going to do any of 
the old songs anymore.' 

"There's a basic set that people want 
to he.ar, and I'm not going to deprive 
them of that. Because, to me, that's 
what an entertainer does-he provides a 
fewenjoyablemomenlSforpeoplewho 
use that to alleviate the rigors of mod
ern life.'' 

Most, if not all, of Jimmy's free time 
is now spent on his next novel tent.a-



"I hope this doesn't burst your bubble, but I could care le.ss who you guys are.n John Ansbaugh, Des Moines, 
IA com men ting on the last issue of the Coconut Telegraph. 

OUTHOFTHEREAL WORLD 
is a collection of thirty-/ our songs 
written and performed by Key's 
musicians. 

years, while a couple of the 'newcomers' who contributed 
songs have been here for only four or five years. 

This special musical presentation of the Florida Keys, much 
like the very 'unreal' city of Key West, has a lingeringflavortlult 
erists in no other place ... nor in any other state of mind.A hearty 
mix of the most talented Keys musicians, island images, sun 

Mark Lindas, workshop manager of the Monroe Associa- and blue waters ... recollections, tall tales and imagination that 
tion for Retarded atirens (M.AR.C.) bad the idea to make has been dedicated to a very special population. The Monroe 
a cassette tape of Key We.st perform- .--------------- Association for &tarded Citizens has 
ers as a way of raising money for the maintained a kindred spiriJ relation~ 
association. As someone who has ship with artists of every description 
appreciated Key's music for years, it throughout its 25 year history. 
seemed that this would be a way to Like the artists themselves, our 
expose the talent here; make a record- mentally retarded citizens have known 
ing that would be enjoyed by locals and considerable hardship, uphill struggles 
tourists, and raise money. for acceptance, token recognition for 

Mark approached Vicki Roush, a extraordinaryejfort. .. and, more than a 
well-known Key West performer, who few special friends who have given a 
in turn contacted Ben Harrison. a song- helping hand along the way. Enjoy the 
wriler who has performed and recorded K£y West aperience ... while knowing 
in Key West for years. Together they that you are also mald.ng your own 
went about the mechanics of produc- contribution to a beautiful relation-
ing an album. ship. All proceeds of this specitJI re-

All agreed that the tape should be as inclusive as possible- cording will return to the Monroe Assocwtion for Retarded 
boogie woogie, country, show style, jazz, hippie, older, Citizens, the sole provider of the residentia~ educatioNJ[ and 
younger, darker, lighter-and it is a marvelous blend of the vocationalopportunitiesforourmentallyretardedcitizensand 
music being played here. With the exception of Shel Silver- your new friends. 
stein, who donated "The Great Conch Train Robbery," the 
musicians on the tape are the working musicians who go on 
stage night after night playing their music. Some of the 
musicians were born here and have lived here their entire 
lives. Most of the musiciaus have been here for over ten 

SOUTH OF TI-IE REAL WORLD 
Double cassette tape is $15.00, Double CD is $20.00 
ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT M.AR.C. 
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tively titled "Who Is Joe Merchant?" 
The pressure is on after the success of 
''Tale.s From lvtargaritaville." The novel 
about a free-wheeling Alaskan seaplane 
pilot, is at 600 pages and counting after 
some firsthand re.search flying to such 
remote Alaskan outposts as Dutch 
Harbor and Cold Bay. 

"I think I held off my writing, in that 
it seems to have come at the right time 
when, fortunately, I still have a thriving 
career, unlike a lot of middle-aged 
rockers out there who are either dino
saurs or over the hill. I'm very thankful 
for that. 

"But writing a novel, as I'm finding 
out, .is a hell of a lonely, tedious and 
demanding thing to do because it's just 
you." 

Delighted by his ascent into middle
age, Buffett now intends to do anything 
and everything that strikes his creative 
fancy. 

"I'd like to make a career out of being 
uncategoriz.able. I want people to say, 
'He did this and he did that, but what 
did he really do?' That sort of fits me," 
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MARGARITA VILLE 
Designs available exclusively through 
Margnritaville. Designs screened 
across front of 100% cotton crew neck 
T'. Available in White, Yellow, Blue, 
Pink, Peach or Mint. Size: S,M,L,& 
XL. $13.95 

OFFICIAL PARROT HEAD 
CLUB DESIGN 

MARGARITAVILLE STORE 
DESIGN 

1M ~ILLE 
P"e•••••••AG 

MARGARITAVILLE CAFE 
DESIGN 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1 ~800-COCOTEL 

..... 

MARGARITA VILLE 
GOLF SHIRTS 

100% combed cotton 
golf shirt features either 
Margaritaville Store or 
Parrot Head Club logo 
embroidered oa left front 
chest. Colors: White, 
Black. Blue, Yellow, 
Mint, Pink, or Peach. 
S,M,L,& XL. $30.00 

CARIBBE1 
100% COTTON CREW NECK TS INSPIRED BJ 

Designs include: 
MARGARITAVILLE 
CHANGES IN IATITUDE 
CHEESEBURGER IN PARADISE 
SON OF A SAILOR 
WHY DONT WE GET DRUNK 
ONE PARTICULAR HARBOUR 
COCONUT TELEGRAPH 
STORIES 



i\.NSOUL 
Y CLASSIC JIMMY BUFFEIT SONG LYRICS. 

Available in White, Yellow, Blue, Pink. 
Peach or Mint Siz.e: S,M,L,& XL $13.95 

~ 

NEW MARGARITAVILLE POCKET CREW 
Todd Sportswear has produced a double-collar heavy
weight cotton crew neck featuring Margaritaville Store 
embroidery on left front pocket. Shirt is Heather Grey. 
Inside collar and embroidery accent colors available in 
Black, Pink, or Teal Green. Size: M,L,& XL. $26.00 

Shirt aho al'ailabls in solid Pink or Teal Gnen. Ask about accent colors 
when ordering please. 

MARGARITA VILLE 100% COTION 
MESH POLO SHIRT 
Full cut polo featuring fashion collar, 2 
button placket, banded sleeves and 2" side 
vents with extended back tail. Full color 
Air Margaritaville embroidered on left 
front chesL Available in White, Khaki 
Tan, Grey Flannel, Forest Green or Navy. 
Size: S,M,L,& XL $32.00 

AIR MARGARITAVILLE CAP 
Design embroidered on front panel of 
100% cotton cap. cap is adjustable, and 
comes in Khaki only. $15.00 

AIR MARGARITA VIllE 
Full color design printed on front of 100% 
cotton crew neck T'. Available in White 
only. Sire: M,L,& XL $13.95 
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Jimmy, your music is gre.at-you don't have to sell sex to sell ooncerts, 
please don't fall into that trap! Becky Laughlin, Fl Worth, IN. 

MARGARITA VILLE 

GLASSWARE 

CLASSIC MARGARITA GLASS 
Long stemmed 16 oz. glass engraved with 
Jimmy's signature. $10.00 
Two Margarita Glasses and Margari
taville's own Margarita Mix, $20.00 
AlAMUG 
16 oz. mug with black etched Florida A1A 
sign. $10.00 
SLEEPLESS KNIGHf BEER S1EIN 
Order of the Sleepless Knights Crest on 
heavy 10 oz. stein. $10.00 
CAFE GLASS 
Classic pilsner shape with base. Colorful 
cafe glass bolds 10 01.. $7.50 each, or 4/ 
$25.00 
Please include an additional $250 S/H if 
ordering a set of 4. 
CAFE SERVING TRAY 
Matching serving tray is 13" in diameter. 
$16.00 
CAFE SERVING TRAY AND SET OF 4 
CAFE GLASSES, $35.00 

LOST SHAKER OF SALT 
Toe search is over, $5.00 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-COCOTEL 

MARGARITA VILLE 
SIXPACK 

Six assorted oolor foam cooler 
cups. $3.00 e.ach or 6/$15.00 

(l O O Q O O o O O () 0 0 0 o, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o O O O o o C 0 

' 



CONCERT FLASHBACK 

pring 1975, Jimmy Buffett 
perlbnns at The Citadel, The 
Military College of South 
Carolina. A letter t'rom the 
Director of Student Activi
ties, commenting on the 
concert, bangs prominently 
in the Margaritaville Store. 
Thousands have enjoyed 
reading it, so we'd like to 
share it with you: 

Don Light Talent, Inc. 
Nashville, TN 

Jimmy Buffett has come to The Citadel and 
has departed, and as long as I am here, he will 
never be invited back 

Foul, crude language of the gutter may be 
the accepted thing on other college campuses, 
but it is not at The Citadel I have talked with 
many who attended the show and their reac
tions ranged from dismay to emba"assment 
to outright disgust. Buffett1s musical talents 
were complete'ly forgotten in view of his vul
gari-iy. 

Frankly, my reaction to the entire episode is 
simply to resolve that we will no longer sponsor 
any more concerts of that -type. Please remove 
The Citadel from your mailing list. 

Director of Student Activities 

QTY 

COCOHUTTELEGRAPH 
Keep in touch with Key West and Mar
garit.aville. The Coconut Telegraph is 
mailed 6 times a year. $5.00 covers 
printing & postage. Outside U.S. $10.00. 

ORDERS TOTALING $25.00 OR MORE 
GUARANTEES A YEARS SUBSCRJP
TION. SORRY, AVAILABLE TO U.S. CUS· 
TOMERS OHLY. 

0 

MAIL ORDERS: Send check or money 
order to T'shirts, P.O. Box llj59, Key 
West, FL 33041. SORRY, NO C.O.D.'s. 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS: Call toll free 1-
800-262-6835 Monday thru Friday, 9AM-
5PM EST. $10.00 MINIMUM CREDIT 
CARD ORDER 

TOLL FREE LIHE FOR ORDERS ONLY 
PLEASE. 

FAX # ( 305) 296-1084 

ALL OTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 
GALL ( 305) 292-8402. 

We accept overseas orders. Please send 7 
payment in U.S. dollars and double sur-
face shipping/handling charges. 

SHIPPING/HANDLING CHARGES: 3 items or 
less $4.00, 4-6 items $6.00, 7 or more items $7.50. 
We ship via UPS. Florida residents please include 
7% sales tax. Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. 

1-800~GOGOTEL 

ITEM SIZE COLOR(3) PRICE 

, .,. ' ,_ :suB TOTAL 

We Accept VISA. , •• $)q,>ida Residii~ ,only,·add 7<t sales TAX 

MasterCard .<;r Am~rtcit) Exp~ , SHIPPING t----t 

TOTAL 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE -:-, ZIP PHONE 

CREDIT GARD NO, EXP 
CHECICNO, SIONATIJRE 
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"THERE'S A BASIC SET THAT PEOPLE WANT TO HEAR,,,AJ!!J I'M NOT GOING TO 
DEPRIVE THEM OF THAT. BECAUSE TO ME THA'PS rrnAT AN ENTERTAINER 
DOES-HE PROVIDES A FEW ENJOYABLE MOMENTS FOR PEOPLE WHO USE 
THAT TO ALLEVIATE THE RIGORS OF MODERN LIFE." 

In this age of over-sensitivity, where photos, paintings, 
movies and records must pass the muster of some pursed 
lipped, anal retentive committee, Rohen Maplethorpe has 
nothing on Jimmy Buffett. At le.ast according to Jean 
Rosenbluth of the Los Angeles Times. These arc indeed 
strange times; a song, a pain ting, a photo, etc. is guaranteed 
to offend someone, somewhere. Jean Rosenbluth has reached 
to new depths in self-righteous indignation, condemning 
Jimmy Buffett for singing "Volcano" (a song written 13 
years ago), in total indifference to the victims of a volcanic 
eruption in the Philippines. 

Miss Rosenbluth has developed a very strong dislike for 
Jimmy, commenting negatively on lhe quality of entertain
ment, his performance, his writing abilty and even his fans; 
referring to Parrot Heads as birdbrains. Birdbrains! 

It is not necessary for me to defend Jimmy. Several things 
are obvious; he can write well, he can entertain a crowd, and 
he is not responsible for the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo. 

Miss Rosenbluth-lighten up. 
fjj~IG?.; • • 
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... And if music critics don't like that-and some don't-Buffett 
doesn't care. 

"I just don't listen to them anymore, because as Faulkner 
said, 'I don't read reviews-they hurt my feelings.' (Critics) say, 
'Wei~ he's just playingthe same old---·.' Well that's what people 
pay to see. I'm an entertain.er, and until/ can't fill up seat.s, fm 
not going to J-isten to any of that (criticism). 

"I listen to my audience. I connect with my audience. I don't 
play at my audience; I play for my audience." 

Photo: Ray Stanyard 

PARROT HEAD WATCH 
Quartz movement, full color face with 
sweeping second hand. Gold tone buckle, 
hands, and crystal casing. Black leather 
band. One year limited warranty. Avail
able in men's or ladies style. $43.95 
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